For flawless
wood floors, !
avoid these
installation
and finishing
mistakes

love the look and durability of wood

floors, and it’s not just because I've
been installing them since 1978. I'm
impressed by a surface that receives ; W
such a tremendous amount of abuse yet—when -
installed properly—Ilasts as long as a house. Installing a f
wood floor requires a substantial investment in materials - r
and labor. When problems arise or when a floor fails, it can be '
costly. Every year, an estimated $1 billion worth of hardwood- 8
floor damage occurs across the country.
As a consultant and author for the National Wood Flooring
Association (NWFA; www.woodfloors.org), I've made it my business
to understand what causes all that damage. The good news is that if you
take your time, use the appropriate tools and techniques, and understand wood
acclimation, you can create a floor that lasts a lifetime.

Charles Peterson is a hardwood-flooring expert. He lives in Gales Ferry, Conn.
Photos by the author, except where noted.
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