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| There are just three

secrets to a long-
lasting wood floor:
great materials,
careful installation,

and a fine finish
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It’s 7:30 in the morning. Already, a power saw is shriek-

ing in the next room while someone upstairs is
warming up a hammer. Yet in Dick and Sandy Silva’s
bare-walled dining room, Tim Taggart stands as still
as a meditating monk, pondering his upcoming job:
the installation of a new wood floor. Around him lie
stacks of custom-milled, white oak strips—2% inches
wide, % inch thick, and up to 8 feet long—which he |

will spend the next five days cut-

FACING PAGE: A diamond of |
quartersawn white oak

tlng and fastenlng to the plywood graces the vestibule leading |

to the Silva’s dining room. |
THIS PAGE: Yellow pine, the |

subfloor. “It’s like creating a great  foorins sed in e bea

parallel figure charvacteristic
of quartersawn softwoods.

big puzzle,” Tim says. “l love it.”

Taggart, a veteran installer for Hunt Hardwood
Floors, is laying wood through most of the Silva’s
house. (Kitchen, mudroom, and bathrooms are cov-
ered in linoleum.) When he’s finished, the rooms will
be carpeted with rich expanses of furniture-grade
material, alive with eye-catching grain patterns that
only nature can create: a perfect complement to the
house’s painted walls and woodwork. In the bargain,

the Silvas will have a surface that’s also easy to clean













