Best Practices for

I.ead-Safe

Remodeling

It's now the law for professional contractors,
but working lead-safe should be
a priority for everyone

BY JUSTIN FINK

cad safety has been a hot topic since the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) issued its new Renovation, Repair, and Painting (RRP) Rule. Pro-
fessional contractors working on pre-1978 houses are now required by law
to take extensive job-site precautions to protect themselves and a house’s

inhabitants from the potential effects of lead dust.

Homeowners working on their own property are exempt from the new rules, but
that isn’t an excuse to ignore the health dangers of lead dust. Although children under
the age of 6 are most at risk of lead-related developmental'and behavioral problems,

lead poisoning is a concern for everyone.
While this article is not meant to be a manual for the RRP regulations, the informa-

ﬁ tion found here will be no surprise to contractors who have already taken the EPA
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- training for lead testing, site and personal protection, and proper disposal of hazard- gg’
ous waste. However, the tools and general approach to dealing with lead safely are e
universally applicable. \

»“ Justin Fink is a senior editor. Remodeling contractor Bob Hanbury, owner
of House of Hanbury Builders Inc. in Newington, Conn., contributed to this
article. Photos by Rob Wotzak, except where noted.
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